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WELCOME TO YOUR WEEKEND
School is returning in September 2022 to new-look weekends that will 
offer boarders plenty to be excited about and give day pupils plenty of 
reasons to be at Worth. All formal academic lessons for senior school 
pupils will take place between Monday and Friday, opening up a world 
of new opportunities for the weekend to deliver challenge, fun and 
downtime for all pupils.

The re-designed Monday to Friday timetable retains all the academic 
requirements currently included in the Monday to Saturday timetable, 
but without increasing the pace of the week, and we have also built in 
many more options for weekday evening activities which allow more 
interaction between boarding and day pupils outside of lesson time. 
The exciting new timetable for Saturday mornings is just part of a 
range of enhancements we are making to the weekend experience for 
boarders at Worth, especially on Friday and Saturday evenings, which 
underline our commitment to being a 7-day-a-week boarding school. 
We hope you like the change.

Mr Julian Williams
Deputy Head, Co-curricular and Partnerships
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Not every weekend will be the same, which we feel will be a better 
reflection of the natural flow of life. Friday evenings will be opened up 
for House competitions, lectures, dinners and trips – as well as Prep 
(homework). Compulsory for boarders, open to all day pupils, the range 
of options available on a Saturday morning should offer something 
for everyone. Worth has always offered a huge list of activities and 
academic enrichment options, and this will develop even further within 
the new weekend programme. The range will be expansive, covering 
everything from Prep clinics to life skills classes, university application 
workshops and careers advice, recreational sports and performing arts 
– and plenty in between! With so many choices, all pupils will have the 
chance both to revise and review, and also to undertake new challenges 
and to explore ideas.

Saturday sports fixtures are part and parcel of Worth life in the senior 
school and those selected for the many teams will be expected to play 
regardless of being day pupils or boarders, and thus experience the 
satisfaction that comes from teamwork and of giving of one’s best in a 
competitive environment.

TIME FOR CHALLENGE “ My place is  
     with my team.”
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In our extensive research, pupils were very clear in asking for time at 
weekends with their close friends and others in their year group, and  
also with other years and other Houses. This was especially true for  
those who have only experienced Worth through the time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and who have not sampled to the full the  
community life of Worth.

The new-look weekends make space for moments of connection with 
close friends and also for in-House activities, inter-House competitions 
and socials that build the sense of community for which Worth is so  
well known.

Wherever possible, and British weather permitting, pupils told us that 
they would rather be outside at the weekend. They want to explore 
the Worth estate, the seaside and other towns. They would like to take 
traditionally indoor activities such as art, music, drama outside into the 
beautiful grounds at Worth. All now possible.

TIME FOR FUN“I’d rather not be just in the 
                          classroom.”
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When considering how best to re-design weekends, we heard loud and 
clear from the pupils that they don’t want a weekend that is high octane 
from start to finish. Instead they want to have the space to balance things 
out — challenge and chill, studying and socialising, energetic activity and 
quiet reflection. Or just to have a lie-in after a week of hard work.

The Worth weekends offer the flexibility and choice that makes such a 
balance possible. The new opportunities on a Friday evening will make 
the weekend longer and a relaxed dress code will create a more laid-back 
feel from the outset. There will be time to go for a walk on the estate  
or lie on a bed with a book. Pupils seeking more thrills will need look no 
further than some of the many activities on offer on both Friday evenings 
and Saturday mornings, and the sociability of Saturday evenings. The 
close of the weekend with Mass on Sunday evening will be the perfect 
way to end the weekend on a note of quiet reflection, faith  
and community.

TIME FOR ME “It’s got to be 
     exciting and relaxing.”
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In aiming to give pupils as much choice and balance as possible, 
weekends will work as outlined on the following pages. Day pupils will no 
longer have to attend Worth on Saturday mornings for academic lessons; 
they will be able to spend this time with their families or to choose from 
the high-value activities on offer at Worth, before joining in with sports 
fixtures when selected. Home clothes will be the order of the day for 
boarders after the last lesson on Friday until bedtime on Sunday, unless 
pupils are representing the School at a formal event or sports fixture.

HOW IT ALL WORKS
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Supervised Prep for boarders will continue as at present but Friday 
evenings will also include a range of other activities. There will be House 
competitions which will include elements of drama, music, sport and many 
other challenges. There will also be trips offsite to the cinema, theatre, 
bowling and other local attractions. Society dinners, lectures and social 
events will take place on either Friday or Saturday evenings.

FRIDAY EVENING
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The Saturday morning programme – a later start at 10am – will be 
compulsory for boarders. Day pupils will also want to join many of the 
activities on offer and to facilitate this our day pupil buses will continue to 
run on Saturday mornings. The morning for most will be dedicated to self-
selected activities or academic enrichment, and teacher-led revision and 
support classes. This will be the time for university application workshops 
– for not just UK but also US and EU universities – and for careers advice. 
Saturday mornings will provide the time for pupils to venture offsite 
to participate in sailing, horseriding, clay target shooting, charity work, 
volunteering in the community, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme, 
and many other possibilities. There will also be a busy schedule onsite 
with activities such as debating, music, drama and a variety of other 
academic enrichment opportunities.

School sports fixtures will take place on Saturday mornings and 
afternoons, and all those selected for teams will be expected to play 
regardless of being day pupils or boarders.

The evenings will be dedicated to organised social time, with individual 
boarding Houses taking the lead in arranging evening events for all 
boarders, of all ages, to include such things as karaoke nights, treasure 
hunts, talent shows, quizzes, and dinners and dances.

SATURDAY
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For boarders, there is the opportunity for a leisurely start followed by 
brunch. Activities both onsite and offsite will be available for boarders, 
and for any day pupils who would like to join in. In addition to the 
weekly trips to the local shopping centre, other offsite activities will 
include visits to local places of interest, as well as to the theatre, cinema 
and museums, and to theme parks, go-karting, paddle-boarding and 
many more. Boarding pupils will attend evening Mass in the Abbey 
Church at 8pm, as at present, bringing the weekend to a gentle close.

SUNDAY
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“Best weekend ever.”



Worth School, Paddockhurst Road,  
Turners Hill, West Sussex RH10 4SD

01342 710200 
admissions@worth.org.uk
www.worthschool.org.uk

Charity number: 1093914  Company registration number: 4476558
Issue date: March 2022


